
      Desert Poetry 
             *Location of activity provided by staff*  
 
 
 

 

 

Grades: (suggested) K-3 

 

Subject: Poetry and Writing  

 

Activity Objective:  
Students experiment with different poetry 

forms as they sit in a quiet desert spot and use 

all their senses.  

 

Materials & Preparation:  
PROVIDED: 

● Clipboards 

●  Xeroxed copies of Desert Poetry examples 

NOT PROVIDED: 

● Paper & pencils 

● Large envelope to put students’ poetry to bring back to school 

 

PREP: Lessons in different poetry forms in class prior to the trip 

      *Attached to this lesson are examples of different types of poetry* 

 

Key Vocabulary Terms: poetry, patterns, alliteration, haiku, couplet 

 

NOTE: Go to the location assigned and look for an area where the students can spread out 

and still be safe. Students will be more creative if they feel they are alone, and are able to 

use their senses without distractions from other children 
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Intro Discussion: (3 mins) 

Ask the students if they have been practicing poetry in school. Ask if they know of different 

types of poetry. 

 

Explain Activity: (2 mins) 

Explain the activity to the group. (The procedure is up to the teacher.) Perhaps the children 

have already practiced poetry and have a favorite type of poem they want to use. They may 

wish to look at the Desert Poetry samples (inside binder). There could be no rules at all...the 

students merely write what they see, feel, hear, touch, and smell.  

 

Activity: (15 mins) 

After directions are given, give each student a clipboard, paper and pencil. Then place the 

children in positions where they cannot see one another easily. This can be done along a 

trail. Though the students feel they are alone with nature, the leader should be able to keep 

an eye on everyone.  

 

 Remind the students to use their senses as they write their poems.  

 

Conclusion: (5 mins or more) 

They may wish to spend the entire period writing. If this seems too long a time, gather the 

students together for the last five minutes so they can share their poetry.  

Collect the poems after each group has finished. Be sure the students' names are on the 

papers.  

 

Clean Up: 
Be sure no papers or pencils are left behind after the 

last group is finished. Return the clipboards to 

"Biznaga" building. Place the poetry papers in the 

envelope and give it to the teacher.  
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